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High performance engine production races 
ahead at Ricardo 
 
Since the launch of the high-performance engine assembly 

facility at the Shoreham Technical Centre in 2011, the 

Performance Products division of Ricardo has increased 

production six-fold and now regularly exceeds 20 engines per 

day – equivalent to an annual output of 5000 

 

Over the past seven years, Ricardo’s engine manufacturing business has grown to 

serve a total of 15 major automakers and engine suppliers, providing everything 

from prototypes through pre-production units, to niche volume series production of 

high performance products. The breadth of this engine manufacturing activity ranges 

from single cylinder engines used for research purposes through to V12s for marine 

and power generation. It also encompasses cylinder bore sizes up to around 200 

mm and pressures of greater than 300 bar, and both naturally aspirated and multi-

stage boosted engines, including next generation hybrid powertrain systems. 

 

The high-performance engine assembly facility, launched in 2011, was the subject 

of significant expansion three years ago. The plant is now entirely self-contained 

and can operate independently of the support functions of the Ricardo Shoreham 

Technical Centre. With both night and day shifts now operational, the facility is the 

focus of a global supply chain comprising over 85 suppliers across three continents. 

 

In addition to smashing its previous production records again in 2017, the 

Performance Products team hosted its first supply chain and client customer 

workshops, focusing on disseminating best practice in terms of continuous 

improvement and supply chain development for performance and niche engine 

manufacture. Underscoring Ricardo’s efforts to develop its manufacturing workforce, 
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the year also saw a new graduating class from Performance Products engine 

engineering group and the first ever intake of engine assembly apprentices. 

 

“The year 2017 was a milestone achievement for manufacturing at Ricardo,” 

commented Ricardo Performance Products managing director Mark Barge. “While we 

are actively developing our manufacturing skills in new areas such as electric vehicle 

battery pack and management system assembly, we are also constantly honing and 

improving the service that we can provide to performance engine customers. With the 

production records achieved in 2017 and our new intake of apprentices, the engine 

manufacturing operations of Ricardo are in extremely good shape for 2018 and 

beyond.” 

 

Ends  
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NOTES TO EDITORS: 

Ricardo plc is a global, world-class, multi-industry consultancy for engineering, 
technology, project innovation and strategy. Our people are committed to providing 
outstanding value through quality engineering solutions focused on high efficiency, low 
emission, class-leading product innovation and robust strategic implementation. With a 
century of delivering excellence and value through technology, our client list includes the 
world's major transportation original equipment manufacturers, supply chain organizations, 
energy companies, financial institutions and governments. Guided by our corporate values 
of respect, integrity, creativity & innovation and passion, we enable our customers to 
achieve sustainable growth and commercial success. Ricardo is listed in the FTSE4Good 
Index, which identifies global companies that demonstrate strong environmental, social and 
governance (ESG) practices. For more information, visit www.ricardo.com. 
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